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In a speech before the Organization of American States General Assembly on Nov. 11, Nicaraguan
President Daniel Ortega attacked the US for holding up the peace process in Central America,
while also renewing an offer for direct negotiations with the Reagan administration on security
issues. Later Ortega met with House Speaker Jim Wright to discuss prospects for impending
talks between the Nicaraguans and the contras through an intermediary. In his speech, Ortega
charged that President Reagan had not supported the peace plan, but instead had increased aerial
surveillance of Nicaragua "to keep up the dirty war against Nicaragua." He said there had been 140
surveillance flights in that period. Next, Ortega stated that although Nicaragua does not represent
a threat to the US, "since the US government says we are a threat we are ready to negotiate, to
reach a mutual agreement, a verifiable agreement." Last week President Ortega agreed to indirect
discussions on a cease-fire with the contras through Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo as mediator.
This week President Reagan said that when those discussion became "serious" the US would
agree to speak with Nicaraguan officials in a regional setting that would include the other Central
American governments. At the OAS meeting on Wednesday, Ortega expressed disappointment
in the formula, saying that the possibility of multilateral talks "did not dovetail with what Reagan
has said before." In his speech, Ortega did not repeat a formulation of his own, offered Tuesday in
an interview with the New York Times, in which Nicaragua would talk directly with the contras in
any negotiations that also included President Reagan. The US rejected such an approach Tuesday
saying it devalued the contras' standing, and on Wednesday contra leaders also rejected the idea.
This was Ortega's first visit to Washington since 1979 when as a newly installed leader he discussed
US aid with President Jimmy Carter. In response to questions about Reagan reneging on promises
of a direct dialogue with Managua, on Thursday White House spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said the
Guatemala peace plan's emphasis on regional cooperation precludes bilateral meetings between
the United States and Nicaragua. While acknowledging that the administration had given thought
to bilateral talks in the past, Fitzwater said the "landscape has changed considerably" since the
adoption of the Guatemala plan. He said, "It is a regional plan requiring regional cooperation,
and it is in the spirit of supporting the regional process that the United States believes regional
negotiation, including the United States, can be a helpful adjunct to negotiation among the Central
Americans, and between the Sandinistas and the freedom fighters. They cannot be a substitute."
Fitzwater declined discussion of the earlier "consideration," saying he did not wish to legitimize it.
"It's not the operative language in terms of either of those plans (Wright-Reagan or Guatemala),"
he declared. On Nov. 10, Secretary of State George Shultz told the OAS General Assembly that the
administration would not seek additional military aid for the contras until 1988. However, he said,
the US would not "sit idly on the sidelines" if the Sandinistas tried to achieve a military victory over
the contras. Shultz's pledge to hold off seeking a Congressional vote did not come as a surprise. Two
weeks ago, US officials made known the administration's intention, citing the wishes of friendly
Central American countries and the opposition in Congress to any additional aid request before
January. (Basic data from several reports by AP, NEW YORK TIMES)
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